


Rules of the Tournament with Explanations
(Explanations in italic letters)

1. Pitches

1 a)	4 small artificial turf pitches
1 b)	size: approximately half of the size of a regular football field (approx. 55 to 60 m long and 35 to 40 m wide) 
1 c)	penalty area: 12 m long
1 d)	goal: 5 by 2 metres 
1 e)	penalty spot: 9 m (run-up from the penalty area line)

1. Teams

2 a)	Composition:
		- 1 goalkeeper
		- 6 field players
		- Unlimited number of substitutes

	Explanations:

The number of field players can fall below the number of 6 in case a team has just 8 players at all, but for instance was shown a second yellow card or red card in the previous match. In this case 2 players will be suspended for the next match and the team is allowed to pick just 5 field players for that match. This is no case for provision 2 k). 

2 b)	minimum numbers of players in each team is 8 at the start of the tournament

	Explanations:

If a team doesn’t meet the minimum number of 8 players at the start of the tournament then its participation will be cancelled. It is allowed to select players from other countries for a team. In case a team is reduced to less than 8 players during the course of the tournament it is allowed to complete the team under the preconditions of provision 2 k). In case a team is reduced to less than 8 players for a match, because players were shown a second red card or red card in the previous match then the concerned team has to play this match with less than 8 players. If the participation of 2 players in a team with 8 players at all would be prohibited because of a second yellow card or a red card in the former match, then only 7 players – 1 goalkeeper and 5 field players – would be allowed in the following match. This is no case for provision 2 l).

2 c)	mixed competitions: The goalkeeper can be female or male. 4 field players have to be female und 2 field players have to be male, regardless whether the goalkeeper is female or male. 
	Explanations:

	It is not allowed to field a female goalkeeper and 3 male field players. If a team chooses to field a female goalkeeper then it needs to have 5 female players – 1 goalkeeper and 4 field players – on the pitch. 	

2 d)	veteran competitions (The Legends): Every player has to be older than 45 years.

	Explanations:

	Deadline for birthday is the day of opening ceremony of tournament.

2 e)	Substitution of players: unlimited substitutions are allowed during a match, but only when the ball is standing still (throw-in, corner kick, free kick, goal kick, etc.). In case of a substitution a player has to enter the pitch from the side-line after the substituted player left the pitch.

	Explanations:

	In case of a substitution the player on the pitch first has to leave it before the substitute player can enter the pitch from the side-line. The referee may impose a 2 minutes suspension for a team, if a player
· doesn’t enter the pitch from the side-line or
· enters the pitch while the player she or he should substitute is still on the pitch or
· enters the pitch while the match is still going on and the ball isn’t standing still

2 f)	at the whistle to start play every team has to have at least 3 field-players and the goalkeeper on the pitch. In case the number of players of a team is reduced to less than that number during a match the referee will stop the match and the result will be judged 3:0 or with a favourable score at the time of calling-off the match to the opposing team. 

	Explanations:

	In case the available players of a team were reduced because of a second yellow or a red card in the previous match, then the concerned team has to play the next match without these players and maybe with less than 6 field players. Should players of a team receive so many second yellow or red cards in a match that they cannot pick up at least a goalkeeper and 3 field players for the next match then this next match will be judged 3:0 to the opposing team. In case a referee has to impose so many suspensions in a match, that a team does not meet the minimum requirement of 1 goalkeeper and 3 field players at least then this match is suspended and judged 3:0 or with a favourable score at the time of calling-off the match to the opposing team.

2 g)	the goalkeeper is not allowed to take the ball in her / his hands, if it was passed from her / his own player to her / him. If the goalkeeper takes a passed ball of a player of her / his team with the hands then the opposite team gets a free kick from the spot, were the goalkeeper took the ball in her / his hands.
	Explanations:

	The goalkeeper is only allowed to take the ball with her or his hands inside the penalty area. Should a keeper play the ball outside the penalty area with her or his hands then the goalkeeper will receive a red card and the opposing team a free kick. The team has to finish the match with one player less and the goalkeeper is suspended for the next match. 

2 h)	shoes of the players: All sorts of sports-shoes are allowed, but no spikes or metal studs. Players wearing metal studs or spikes have to change their shoes or otherwise will be excluded from the matches.
	
2 i)	same colours of shirts: In case there is a match in whom both teams have shirts with the same colour the guest team has always to take the training shirts in a different colour. The training shirts will be provided by the tournament management. In a match the first mentioned team is always the home team; the second is the guest team. 

2 j)	The goalkeeper of a team is not allowed to wear the same colours as the field players. In case the goalkeeper wears the same colours as the field players of his team or those of the opposing team then she or he has to wear a training shirt in a different colour.

2 k)	If the guest team refuses to take the training shirts and this causes a delay in the schedule of the matches the concerned match will be judged 3:0 to the home team.

	Explanations:

	Delays of matches are not possible. 

2 l)	Players changing teams: It is not allowed for a player to play in different teams. There are only two exceptions:
1. In cases a team started with at least 8 players but lost one or more players because of injuries, one or more players of another team or teams may move to that team. But after changing the team players cannot return to their former teams and have to stay in their new team. 
1. Because of the problems to have enough female players for the women’s tournament and the mixed tournament female players are allowed to play for a women’s team and a mixed team simultaneously, because these are different categories. 

The team that needs one or more additional players has to inform the tournament management and the opposing team before a match, in which they want to bring on one or more players who started the tournament in other teams. In case the opposing team and the tournament management were not informed about the change of one or more players before a match or a team brings in a player without the consent of the opposing team and the tournament management the result of this match will be judged 3:0 or with a favourable score to the opposing team, if the team captain of the opposing team makes a protest on time. 

The team-captains of the women’s teams and the mixed teams have to inform the tournament management before the tournament, in case they want to bring on female players in the women’s tournament who are already nominated for the mixed tournament or female players in the mixed tournament who are already nominated for the women’s tournament.

	Explanations:

		A team with less than 8 players at the beginning of the tournament will be suspended from the participation in the matches. A team that got difficulties to meet this condition may get additional players from another country. But a player has to stay at the team in which she / he started the tournament. 

There are only two exceptions from that rule, that is
1. When a team that started with 8 players was reduced because of injuries and cannot go on playing. In this case it is allowed that one or more players may change from one team to another, but is not allowed to return to her or his former team in the further course of the tournament. 
1. In case a women’s team or a mixed team does not have a sufficient number of female players, then female players are allowed to play for teams in both categories, but only for one team each in every category. In this case the team-captain has to inform the tournament management before the start of the matches or with the registration. A female player is only allowed to play in the mixed team and in the women’s team if the tournament management approved before the start of the matches. 

For instance Team A had eight players. In the second match 2 players came by an injury and cannot go on playing. Now one player from Team B and one from Team C are changing sides and move to Team A, but both players cannot return to their original teams afterwards. But Team A has 8 players again and can go on in the tournament. Therefore the following steps have to be made:
1. Agreement of the team captains of the Teams A, B and C about the changing of the teams of the players
1. Information and approval of the team captains of the opposing teams of Team A in the following matches about the changes of players
1. Information of the tournament management about these changes of players. The tournament management will approve all agreements about changes of players as long as all concerned teams agree.

Were some of these steps not obeyed and there is a protest of the opposing team the match will be judged 3:0 to the opposing team, if the protest was made on time. Is there no protest against the breach of these rules or the protest will be made too late then the match will be judged with its result.

2 m)		sanctions on players: In case of fouls or misconduct of players or in case a team has too much players on the pitch the referee can sent off the players concerned for a 2 minutes suspension. A yellow card means 2 minutes suspension. In case a player gets a second yellow or a red card she or he is suspended for the remaining time of that match and for the following match. In case of a red card for serious offenses the tournament management is allowed to suspend a player for more than one match or even for all matches still to play. It is not allowed to substitute a player who is sent off for a 2 minutes suspension or received a second yellow or red card in the concerned match. 

	Explanations:

	A player who is sent off in a match cannot be substituted by another player. In this time the concerned team has to continue the match with fewer players than in the provision of 2 a). 

1. Regulations for the matches

3 a)		Duration (depending on availability of host pitches): 
· The playing time of the match will be 12 minutes plus a 3-minute break for team changes. All finals will be played for 15 minutes. Legends matches will also be played for 15 minutes.
· No time extension in case of a draw in the matches of the elimination rounds

3 b)	9-metre-penalty shoot-outs: In case of a draw in the matches of the elimination rounds or if the ranking in a preliminary group has to be decided according to rule 5 e) on penalty shoot-outs each team has to deploy three players. The team that will begin the penalty shoot-out will be determined by drawing lots. In case there is a draw after three shots there will be an extension of one player each until there is a winner. 

In the mixed competition each team has to start the shoot-out with a female player, second is a male player, third again a female player and so on until there is a winner. 

Explanations:

Players are not allowed to take part in the 9-metre-penalty shoot-out, if
· they were sent off in that match with a second yellow or red card
· they were suspended for that match because of a second yellow or red card in the previous match
· they have received a 2 minute suspension in that match, if this sanction was not completed at the end of that match
· they were shown a second yellow or red card with suspension for the next match in the last match of the preliminary group and the ranking of this group has to be decided through provision 5 e)

In case there is an extension of the shoot-out the first three players are not allowed to shoot again until all other available players of their team made their shots. It’s not allowed that only male or female players can take part in a 9-metre-penalty shoot-out in the mixed competition. Male or female players have to shoot alternately starting with a female player. 

3 c)	off side: There is no off side.
3 d)	Kick-off: kick-off and choosing the sides is decided by drawing. It is not allowed to score a goal directly from the kick-off.

3 e)	free kicks: There is no direct free kick. If a player shoots a free kick directly into the goal of the opposing team without another player regardless of what team touching the ball then the opposing team gets a goal kick. 

	Explanations:

	In case a player takes a direct free kick aimed at the goal and the ball was touched by another player, like a deflected ball, then a goal would count.

3 f)	goal kicks: The goal-keeper is not allowed to shoot the goal kick into the half of the opposing team. The ball has to be touched by another player regardless of which team in the same half where the goal kick was taken. In case of shooting the goal kick in the opposite half without the ball being touched by another player the opposing team gets a free kick on the halfway line of the pitch where the ball crossed the line. 

3 g)	throw in: In case the ball passes the sidelines of the pitch the opposing team will throw in the ball. 

3 h)	no show of team: Teams that are late or have failed to show up at the designated time and pitch are to receive a score of 3:0 to the opposing team
	Explanations:

	It is not possible to delay matches. The matches have to start according to the time schedule. In case a team does not show up on time at the designated pitch the match is judged 3:0 to the opposing team. 

1. Referees

Accredited referees of the football association of the host nation will officiate as referees in the matches. To make a protest against the decisions by the referees concerning situations in the match is not allowed during the course of a match. 
Explanations:

Protests against situations during the match like decisions if a team gets a corner or not or who has to get the ball for roll-in after it was outside the pitch are not possible. 

1. Ranking

The winner of a match in the preliminary round receives 3 points, the loser no point. In case of a draw both teams receive 1 point each.

The ranking is decided by (in that order):
5 a)	the highest number of points
5 b)	the best goal-difference, if two or more teams have the same number of points.
5 c)	The highest numbers of goals scored, if two or more teams have the same points and goal difference.
5 d)	if there is no decision because of the criteria 5 a) – 5 c), if two or more teams are still equal, then the result or results of their match or matches against each other will decide about the ranking.
5 e)	In case the criteria of 5 a) – 5 d) won’t help to decide the ranking, because two or more teams are still equal then there has to be a 9-metre-penalty shoot-out between these teams.

	Explanations:

In case two or more teams have the same number of points and the same goal-difference then the number of goals scored is decisive according to rule 5 c). Example:
	Team A vs. Team B	1:2
	Team C vs. Team D	1:0
	Team A vs. Team C	1:0
	Team B vs. Team D	2:1
	Team D vs. Team A	0:1
	Team C vs. Team B	1:0
1. Team B	4:3 Goals  6 Points
1. Team A	3:2 Goals  6 Points
1. Team C	2:1 Goals  6 Points
1. Team D	1:4 Goals  0 Points

In this instance Teams A, B and C have the same number of points and the goal difference would be the same, too, which is + 1. The ranking is decided according to rule 5 c) – the number of goals – in this case. Because of this Team B ranks first with 4 goals, Team A second with 3 goals and Team C third with 2 goals scored.

In case Team A, B and C have the same number of points, the same goal-difference and also the same number of goals scored then the scores of the matches these three teams played against each other according to rule 5 d) will decide. In this decision it will start again with the highest number of points, second the best goal-difference and third the highest number of goals scored in that order. For instance:
	Team A vs. Team B	2:1
	Team C vs. Team D	3:1
	Team A vs. Team C	0:1
	Team B vs. Team D	2:0
	Team D vs. Team A	1:3
	Team C vs. Team B	1:2

1. Team A	5:3 Goals  6 Points
1. Team B	5:3 Goals  6 Points
1. Team C	5:3 Goals  6 Points
1. Team D	2:8 Goals  0 Points
	
In this example Teams A, B and C each have 6 Points and 5:3 goals scored in the ranking of a group of four teams, then the fourth Team D would be eliminated for criterion 5 d). Now just the matches of Teams A, B and C will be considered. In this example we have the following scores:
	Team A vs. Team B	2:1
	Team A vs. Team C	0:1
	Team C vs. Team B	1:2

1. Team B	3:3 Goals  3 Points
1. Team C	2:2 Goals  3 Points
1. Team A	2:2 Goals  3 Points

All teams have 3 points and the same goal-difference, but Team B is first with 3:3 goals because of the highest number of goals scored and Teams A and C both have 2:2 goals. As Team C won the match against Team A with a score line of 1:0 they therefore finish in the second place. 

In case two or more teams finish their group-matches with identical outcome according to criteria 5 a) – 5 d) then 9–metre-penalty shoot-outs will decide about the ranking in the group. If more than two teams are equal then they have to have 9-metre-penalty shoot-outs against each other.

In case of 9-metre-penalty shoot-outs of at least three teams for deciding the ranking in a group all three deployed players have to shoot regardless whether there is a decision about the winner before the third player or not. The winner of the 9-metre-penalty shoot-out receives 3 points, the loser will receive no points and in case of a draw every team will receive 1 point. For instance:
	Team A vs. Team B	1:1
	Team C vs. Team D	2:0
	Team A vs. Team C	1:1
	Team B vs. Team D	2:0
	Team D vs. Team A	0:2
	Team C vs. Team B	1:1
1. Team A	4:2 Goals  5 Points
1. Team B	4:2 Goals  5 Points
1. Team C	4:2 Goals  5 Points
1. Team D	0:6 Goals  0 Points

In this instance Teams A, B and C each have got 5 points and 4:2 goals. All three teams are equal according the criteria 5 a) – 5 c) – higher number of points, goal difference and higher number of goals scored. Therefore the matches of these three teams against each other have to decide about their ranking:
	Team A vs. Team B	1:1
	Team A vs. Team C	1:1
	Team C vs. Team B	1:1

1. Team A	2:2 Goals  2 Points
1. Team B	2:2 Goals  2 Points
1. Team C	2:2 Goals  2 Points

But still all teams have an identical outcome in the matches they played against each other. A 9-metre-penalty shoot-out will have to be carried out.

In a 9–metre-penalty shoot-out of three or more teams each team has to deploy any three players for each shoot-out. The draw will decide who will serve the first shoot. In any case all three players have to shoot their penalties. The winner of the 9-metre-penalty shoot-out receives 3 points, the loser will receive no points and in case of a draw each team will get 1 Point. The ranking is decided analogously to the rules of the ranking of the preliminary groups. In this instance above there is still equality of Teams A, B and C after their matches against each other and after the 9–metre-penalty shoot-outs the situation is as follows:
		Team A vs. Team B	3:3
		Team C vs. Team A	1:3
		Team B vs. Team C	2:0

1. Team A	6:4 Goals  4 Points
1. Team B	5:3 Goals  4 Points
1. Team C	1:5 Goals  0 Points

After the 9–metre-penalty shoot-outs Team A and Team B both have 4 Points and the same goal difference, but Team A is first with 6:4 goals because they have scored one goal more than Team B which has a score of 5:3 goals. If Team B would have won against Team C also with a score line of 3:1 goals then Team A and Team B would have 6:4 goals each and would have to have another 9–metre-penalty shoot-out.

In addition rule 3 b) is in force.
 
1. Protests

Only the team-captains are allowed to make a protest to the tournament management. The deadline for a protest is half an hour after the concerning match ended. 

	Explanations:

The tournament management will only accept and decide protests when the deadline of half an hour after the end of the concerning match was met. A protest after this deadline will not be accepted regardless whether it is justified or not. 

1. Case not covered

If cases are not covered by the above rules then the tournament management will decide.

	Explanations:

Apart from these rules the common football rules are in force. If any case under the special circumstances of a small court tournament is not covered by these rules then the tournament management will decide.
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